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TAGS: CI, NU, TW, PFOR 

SUBJECT: GEN. MENDOZA COMMENTS ON NICARAGUA VISIT 

1. CARABINERO (UNIFORMED NATIONAL POLICE) GEN AND JUNTA 
MEMBER CESAR MENDOZA DURAN RETURNED FROM DEC 4 OFFICIAL VISIT 
TO NICARAGUA DURING WHICH HE REPRESENTED GOC AT PRES. SOMOZA'S 
INAUGURATION. WE BELIEVE FEW CHILEANS NOTICED THAT HE 

HAD BEEN 

GONE, AND FEWER STILL CARED ABOUT WHAT HE DID IN NICARAGUA. 

THE PRESS DUTIFULLY NOTED HE WAS BACK, AND DROPPED THE STORY. 

2. HOWEVER, THE VISIT RECEIVED SOME COVERAGE DEC 1 1 BY MEANS 
OF INTERVIEW IN LEADING PAPER LA TERCERA (POUCHED TO MANAGUA). 
GEN. MENDOZA THUS WAS ABLE TO TELL CHILE THAT THE GON AND THE 
NICARAGUAN PEOPLE HAD WELCOMED HIM WARMLY, AND THAT PRES. 
SOMOZA, A SYMPATHETIC, CULTURED PERSON OF GREAT PERSONALITY, 
HAD ASSURED MENDOZA IN PRIVATE TWO-HOUR TALK THAT SOMOZA 
FULLY UNDERSTANDS "CHILEAN CAUSE" AND SUPPORTS IT. 

3. MENDOZA ADDED THAT DURING VISIT HE WAS APPROACHED BY 
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REESTABLISHMENT OF COMMERCIAL AND CULTURAL TIES WITH CHIEF.". 

MENDOZA ADDED THAT "IT WAS ONLY A CONVERSATION". 

4. COMMENT: MENDOZA'S QUICK REASSURANCE ON TIES WITH TAIPEI 
FULLY REFLECTS UNLIKELIHOOD THAT GOC WOULD DO ANYTHING WHICH 
MIGHT UPSET RELATIONS WITH THE PRC. 

POPPER 
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